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Understanding Remez

Don’t Be Taken Captive

l. Infroduction

Mark 4:2-9 - Then He taught them many things by parables,
and said to them in His teaching: 3 "Listen! Behold, a sower
went out to sow. 4 And it happened, as he sowed, that
some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came
and devoured it. 5 Some fell on stony ground, where it did
not have much earth; and immediately it sprang up
because it had no depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was
up it was scorched, and because it had no root it withered
away. 7 And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns
grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop. 8 But other
seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang
up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty,
and some a hundred." 9 And He said to them, "He who has
ears to hear, let him hear!"

Different kinds of ground where the seed was sown:

Wayside: Well-trodden path or road - hard ground

Stony Ground: Shallow soil, rock underneath

Thorny Ground: Thorny Weeds that entangle, choke and
prevent produce

Good Ground: Fertile ground that properly interacts with the
seed and produces crops

The Disciples ask Jesus for an explanation of this parable:

Mark 4:14-20 - The sower sows the word. 15 And these are
the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they
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hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word
that was sown in their hearts. 16 These likewise are the ones
sown on stony ground who, when they hear the word,
immediately receive it with gladness; 17 and they have no
root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward,
when tribulation or persecution arises, for the word's sake,
immediately they stumble. 18 Now these are the ones sown
among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 19
and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and
the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it
becomes unfruitful. 20 But these are the ones sown on good
ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit:
some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred."

Wayside: Satan takes away the word seed

Stony Ground: Embraced the word seed, but did not take it
to heart

Thorny Ground: Familiar with the word, but feared more the
cares and problems of life

Good Ground: Receive the word as precious, knowing it is
THE wisdom, knowledge of God

Il. Captivity Remez

Mark 4:10-12 - But when He was alone, those around Him
with the twelve asked Him about the parable. 11 And He
said to them, “To you it has been given to know the mystery
of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all
things come in parables, 12 so that ‘Seeing they may see
and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not
understand; Lest they should turn, and their sins be forgiven
them.’”

Isaiah 6:9-10 - And He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep
on hearing, but do not understand; Keep on seeing, but do
not perceive.' 10 "Make the heart of this people dull, and
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; Lest they see with their
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their
heart, and return and be healed."
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Isaiah 6:11-12 - Then | said, "Lord, how long?" And He
answered: "Until the cities are laid waste and without
inhabitant, the houses are without a man, the land is utterly
desolate, 12 the Lord has removed men far away, and the
forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.

lll. Ears fo Hear Remez

Mark 4:21-25 - Also He said to them, "Is a lamp brought to
be put under a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on
a lampstand? 22 For there is nothing hidden which will not
be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but that it
should come to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let him
hear."

24 Then He said to them, '"Take heed what you hear. With
the same measure you use, it will be measured to you; and
to you who hear, more will be given. 25 For whoever has to
him more will be given; but whoever does not have even
what he has will be taken away from him."

John 10:10 - The thief does not come except to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy. | have come that they may have life,
and that they may have it more abundantly.

Vs 23: If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear!
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 - Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the
Lord is one! 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.

Shema: To hear, understand, regard as important or
precious - to reverence, take to heart and obey, pattern
your life after.

Is One: Echad - one alone - the True God. Die to self &

implies serving with the whole heart.
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Mark 12:29-30 - Jesus answered him, "The first of all the
commandments is: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the
Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength.' This is the first commandment.

IV. Put To The Test

Mark 4:35-41 - On the same day, when evening had come,
He said to them, "Let us cross over to the other side." 36 Now
when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the
boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. 37
And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the
boat, so that it was already filling. 38 But He was in the stern,
asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him,
"Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?"

39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the
seq, "Peace, be stilll" And the wind ceased and there was a
great calm. 40 But He said to them, "Why are you so fearful2
How is it that you have no faithe" 41 And they feared
exceedingly, and said to one another, "Who can this be,
that even the wind and the sea obey Him!"
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